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A bit of background..
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• Sustainability Program Manager at ASSA ABLOY. 

• Environmental scientist with specialization in Energy and Materials.

• Experience with EU associations for construction and chemicals 
industries. Sustainability Public Affairs for the European Mineral Wool 
Insulation industry (Eurima) and the European Paints industry (CEPE).

• Responsible for Sustainability, circularity, LCA, EPDs etc. Deep knowledge 
of EN15804 and PEF methods. Actively involved in WGBC.

• Involved for several years in standardization. Currently representing 
ARGE at CEN TC 350. 

• Sustainability Task Group leader at Construction Products Europe (CPE).

• Vice President of ECO Platform, an umbrella organisation for EPD 
Programme Operators

• Member of the Horizontal expert group Environmental Sustainability of 
the CPR Acquis (representing both CPE and ECO Platform).   

Olympia Dolla



ARGE Conference 2023     Prague   |   Hotel KINGS COURT   |   14th & 15th September 2023 3
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 EPDs and the connection to the Building level
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EPDs today:
• There are more than 

130,000 EPDs for 
construction products 
available globally.

• More than 30% of 
these are according to 
EN15804 standard.

Source: Construction LCA https://constructionlca.co.uk/
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EPDs today:
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• Big increase for more transparency and information. Transparency and disclosure 
are differentiating factors in the market. 

• Customers (retailers, architects, etc.) are becoming more environmental conscious.

• From a checklist item to an important factor to build a building. 

• Challenges: 
• rather costly especially for SMEs
• complex information – not easy to explain
• Still a big data gap  to ensure a full assessment at 

the building level 
• Lack of expertise to create and verify an EPD
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EPDs in the context of the CPR:
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• A big win is the methodology – EN15804+A2! 

• Objective: to use the current system as basis and adapt it in the 
regulatory framework. From the creation of an EPD to its 3rd party 
verification and digital accessibility. 

• On-going discussions how to make it ready to be adapted in the Acquis 
procedure – important for the first product groups to deliver this info!

• Full speed application in auto pilot – Revision of the Regulation. 
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CPR Acquis
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• EU COM expert group E03776

• MS+ EEA countries 

• Stakeholders: 

• CPE

• ECOS

• EBC

• FIE

• CEN/CENELEC 
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CPR Acquis: Environmental Sustainability
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Representative of 
CPE/ ECO Platform
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CPR Acquis: Environmental Sustainability
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Expert group defines 
the elements that will 
be part of the 
standardization 
request that will be 
sent to CEN to deliver 
the relevant product 
standards in 
compliance with these 
rules.
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CPR Acquis: Environmental Sustainability

10

• Discussions are very 
horizontal beyond 
products groups. 

• OR vertical which are 
technical & VERY 
POLITICAL too!

• E.g. how recycled content 
is defined for structural 
metallic products 

• The group will also be 
scrutinize the c-PCR for 
Building Hardware! 
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EPDs in the new CPR
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• Gradual increase as product group per product group will 
start delivering this requirement once the products are 
placed in the market.

• This information shall be provided for each product type. 

• That means more than 400.000 manufacturers will be 
subject to this. 

• Market surveillance, penalties and possible court cases in 
case of greenwashing! 
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A million Euro question is:
Are we ready to comply with the Environmental Sustainability 

requirement of the new CPR?
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We are ready! The requirement is to disclose. 
For ARGE members this is due to 2 basic 

ingredients!
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• C-PCR Building Hardware compliant with 
the latest EN15804+A2* 

• ARGE EPDs for the product categories 
subject to CE marking because they are 
considered as “worst-case” scenario EPDs.

COMPLIANCE METER
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Important note!
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• The mandatory declaration requirements apply to product groups that 
are subject to harmonized standards. 

• Voluntary standards will remain in the zone of the voluntary declaration! 

• Expected that these products too will see an increase in demand of this 
information! 



• List of indicators from the results section of an EPD, will be required to be declared in the Declaration of 
Performance (DoP) of the respective product. 

• EPD will remain a document as a proof in case of market surveillance and checks by the authorities. 
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EPDs are key elements for the environmental 
assessment of the building
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• Our end use is the building. We are 
components of the final product.

• All Climate and Sustainability targets are at 
the building level!  
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EPD results here!

Central storage of all 
the relevant 

information for each 
product

Environmental Assessment of 
the building is possible with 
EN15 978 standard! (LEVELs)

EPBD will 
require CO2 
disclosure as 

from 2026

EU Taxonomy 
criteria

Green Public 
Procurement
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Main take – aways!
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• EPDs requests are rising and will rise even more in the coming years! 

• Market surveillance will be stricter regarding our public green claims. 

• ARGE members are ready to comply with the requirements on 
Environmental Sustainability. 

• EPDs will be the instrument to enable the environmental assessment of 
the buildings and not only information used at the product level.  
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Thank you very much for your attention! 
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